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Prince and Princess rode in a great red coach, while
their attendants followed on horses. The Carnival
ended on Shrove Tuesday with the traditional
La Corsa dei Barbari. The " Barbari," wild horses
from the Roman Campagna, were herded on the
Piazza di Vejiezia and driven down the Corso to the
Piazza del Popolo. The horses were gaily decorated
and the first one to pass the finishing-post was
proclaimed the victor. Many years ago now, the
drive of the wild horses was prohibited, following a
tragic accident in which one of the procession clowns
was fatally injured, and several spectators kicked
and trampled.
Horses and " Campagna " remind me that one of
the favourite occupations after dinner, on warm June
nights, was a ride in the Roman Campagna, As
soon as possible after dinner, youthful members of
society and numerous attaches from the foreign
Embassies and Legations met and started out for
the open plains. In the bright moonlight, the sea in
the distance looked like a lake of molten silver, and
on clear nights, every detail of the delightful sur-
rounding country-side could be seen as distinctly
as by day.
Since the time of which I am writing, modern
inventions and modern ways have brought many
changes. There were, of course, no telephones when
I was a child, but as most of our friends lived within
a short distance of each other, communication at
short notice was not difficult. Nearly everyone,
that is, of the society to which we belonged, lived in,
or close to, the area which lies between the Piazza di
Venezia and the Piazza del Popolo, the two big
squares which are joined by the Corso. Nearly